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Meetings
February is Peace and Conflict
Prevention Month

2/10 Jay Litton, The Litton Group

2/24 Mt. Pisgah Football Coach
Brad Watkins and Joseph
Powell

3/10 Speaker: TBD

3/24 GA Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger

4/14 Speaker: TBD

4/28 Speaker: TBD

5/12 Speaker: TBD

5/26 Speaker: TBD

Events

2/3 First Tuesday Social at
Voodoo Brewing

2/7 Polar Bear Plunge

2/18 Board Meeting

2/19 Companion Club Meeting

3/18 Board Meeting

3/19 Companion Club Meeting

3/21 Jacob's Ladder

4/15 Board Meeting

LEADERSHIP

President Erik Bykat
Vice President Dan Jenkins

Treasurer Mike Mudd
Secretary Steve Siders

Public Image Lisa Gelber

Our Rotary Family

BIRTHDAYS
2/21 Richard Matherly

January 27, 2026 Meeting Recap
The brutal cold outside did not dampen the warmth inside Brimstone as we gathered for
our January 27th meeting. In fact, most members seemed happy to be gathering
together after a couple of forced days at home due to icy conditions! Richard Matherly
led us in Happy Dollars. Here are some of the highlights:

Brad Serff is celebrating his retirement this week and shared information on a
fundraiser for the Milton First Responder's Foundation Concert on the Green on
April 18th. Congratulations on your retirement, Brad! 
William Bennett expressed gratitude for our club's CPR/AED training team, as
they prepare to teach two very full classes at his neighborhood in February. In
honor of this, he is making donations to both Richard and Rick's Polar Plunge
Fundraisers. 
Jonathan Stelling donated some happy dollars to celebrate Jim Murphy joining our
club. Jonathan and Jim attended graduate school together at Emory.
Lisa Gelber donated some happy dollars as she celebrates 7 years as a member
of this club! 

Today's Happy Dollars were donated to the Milton First Responder's Foundation.

Our guests today included Jason Lanyon from Wellstar North Fulton Hospital and
recently-retired Andy Wheeler, formerly of the Alpharetta Department of Public Safety.
Both Andy and Jason played critical and supportive roles in our ability to train 1000
residents in CPR/AED use! 

New Member Induction: Welcome, Jim Murphy!

It is always exciting to add a new member to the club and today was no different. We
are pleased to have Jim Murphy as the newest member of our club and look forward to
getting to know him better as we serve the community together. Jim is sponsored by
Marc Gelber and Jeffrey Esterkes.
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YEARS OF SERVICE
2/4 Rick Clark (6)
2/9 Jordan Barkley (2)
2/9 Diana Barkley (2)
2/9 Joseph Powell (2)
2/9 Stacy Georges (2)
2/12 David Bryant (7)

10 years in Rotary
2/26 Ben Hunter (18)
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Today's Program: Milton Fire Rescue Department (MFR): Putting Community
First

Our guest speakers this week were MFR Fire Chief Gabe Benmoussa and MFR Chief
Medical Officer Mark Haskins. Founded in 2007, the City of Milton is guided by a clear
mission through its Fire Rescue Department: "to put our community first for a stronger
and safer tomorrow." That commitment was evident throughout an informative and
engaging discussion. 

Member Steve Cory led a panel-style conversation with our guests, offering valuable
insight into the scope and evolution of MFR's work. Of the approximately 3,000 calls
handled annually by the department, nearly 50% are medical-related. For this reason,
the City of Milton requires all MFR members to hold at least an EMT (emergency medical
technician) certification, with many achieving advanced credentials such as Advanced
EMT or Paramedic. 

Every MFR vehicle is equipped to function as an ambulance, ensuring rapid, high-quality
care when seconds matter most. In 2022, the department further strengthened its
emergency response by equipping all vehicles with AutoPulse - a portable, battery-
operated mechanical device that delivers consistent, high-quality chest compressions to
cardiac arrest patients. The impact has been remarkable. While the national average
survival rate for cardiac arrest is 9%, Milton increased its success rate to 13% in 2023
and an impressive 33% in 2024, largely due to the implementation of AutoPulse.

Staying at the forefront of community-centered care, MFR also launched CARES
(Community Advocate Referral Education Services), a community paramedic outreach
program. Milton Fire CARES is a mobile integrated health initiative designed to bridge
the gap between emergency response and everyday healthcare needs. By focusing on
proactive, supportive care, the program has delivered measurable results - reducing 911
usage among participating community members by 66% over just two years. 

Looking ahead, Milton is joining with Roswell and Alpharetta in an effort to become a "4-
Minute City". This initiative reimagines cardiac arrest response by strategically placing
AEDs in the hands of trained volunteers, law enforcement officers, and local businesses.
With nearly 80% of cardiac arrests occurring in homes and survivability decreasing by
10% with every minute of delay, rapid access to AEDs is critical. Reaching a patient
within four minutes can dramatically improve survival outcomes.

We are truly fortunate to live in a community that prioritizes public safety and well-
being. Special thanks to Steve Cory for arranging this outstanding program and for
expertly leading the panel discussion. 
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First Tuesday Social: February 3rd
Please join us at our First Tuesday Social at Voodoo Brewing on February 3rd from 6:00
to 8:00 pm. If you have any questions, please reach out to Mark Hutchins at
mhutchins75@gmail.com.

Voodoo Brewing, 1010 Mansell Road, Suite 180, Roswell 



Polar Plunge Fundraiser
On Saturday, February 7th, both Richard and Rick will be taking the plunge - literally -
into the icy waters of Wills Park Pool to help raise money for our club. While our
quarterly dues primarily cover Rotary International and District dues, as well as our
lunches, additional fundraising is essential to support the community service projects we
proudly undertake.

The Polar Plunge, hosted by Alpharetta Rotary, is one of the simplest and most cost
effective ways for us to raise these much-needed funds.  It requires no extensive
planning, countless volunteer hours, or uncertainty about whether an event will be
profitable.

If each member reaches out to friends and family and invites them to support the good
work we do in our community, we can not only meet our goal of $10,000, but easily
surpass it. Please help us spread the word and make this fundraiser a success! 

Many thanks to Kathleen Peneguy for providing the graphic services for their fundraising
flyers! 





Women in Rotary
The next quarterly Women in Rotary event will be sponsored by Rotary Club of
Alpharetta on March 5th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at:

The Hamilton Hotel, 35 Milton Avenue, Alpharetta. (Join us in the back of Carrie's
Conservatory restaurant.)

Appetizers will be provided and guests will purchase their own beverages.

Please bring a $5.00 or $10 gift card for Publix/Kroger/Walmart to support Children's
Development Academy.

Please RSVP at: Women in Rotary

Gentlemen - please let your significant others know about this! 

Any questions, please call Joy at (770) 715-5422

https://evite.me/MhyuK4BF2W


Interfaith Prayer Breakfast: May 7, 20026
Submitted by Committee Chair, Jonathan Stelling

This year, or signature community service event, the Rotary Club of North Fulton
Interfaith Prayer Breakfast, will be held on May 7, 2026 at St. David's Episcopal Church.
Please save this date on your calendar now, as we need everyone's help to make this a
continued success for the community. 

Our keynote speaker will be fellow Rotarian, and Past District Governor, Kirk Driskell,
founder of Vision Warriors. Our committee is working on the event flyer and speaker bio
and will share that in the near future. 

Sponsorships are currently available to club members. We'll open sponsorships to
anyone outside the club after our March 14th meeting. As in years past, table location
selection is based on the order in which sponsorships are purchased.

Sponsorships & Table Pricing:

Gold - $1,000 (nearest to front plus table sign, recognition from stage and name
listed in program)
Silver - $800 (next nearest to front plus table sign and name listed in program)
Table - $400 (open tables after gold/silver sponsors)

Table Sales Schedule:

Feb 24th: Open to sponsors from RCNF
Mar 14th: Open to sponsors outside our club
Mar 31st: Open to table sales

Membership Minute
Submitted by Jeffrey Esterkes, Membership Chair

Rotary is built on relationships. This month, strengthen bonds by sharing a meal, a
laugh, or a project with a fellow Rotarian - and invite a friend to experience it too. 



Member Satisfaction Survey
If you haven't already, please take a few minutes to complete the Member Satisfaction
Survey before Friday, February 13th:

Link: Member Survey

This is a great opportunity to provide feedback related to our club so that action can be
taken to make sure our club is even better in the future. Your responses are confidential
and will only be used to enhance the club experience for both current and prospective
members.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to President Elect Dan Jenkins.

District Conference at Lake Lanier
District Conference is coming up quickly (April 16-19) and will be just up the road from
us at Lake Lanier. It's a wonderful time to connect with each other and other Rotarians
in our District. The cost to register is $350 until January 31st, when it increases to $375.
The Thursday evening dinner is for current Presidents, so most club members will plan
to arrive on Friday and stay at the resort for the weekend as there are evening
hospitality suites for continued fun. Please reach out to Doug, our District Conference
Champion, with any questions! 

Register Here: District Conference

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6T6-Hf-_HUW7FzAegi__W3ixqRJB4Yi-p_QSos6pGfj3fcg/viewform?pli=1
https://rotary6900.org/event/8523


Companion Club Update
Reminder that our companion club meeting is March 19th at Thrive, 44 Milton Avenue,
Alpharetta (located above Minnie Olivia Pizza) at 6:30 pm. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Joseph Powell, (912) 662-2246. 


