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January 13, 2026 Meeting Recap
Our members sure seemed happy to be back together after the
holiday break! We had a special appearance by The Pink
Flamingo a/k/a Richard Matherly, to raise awareness for our
fundraiser at The Polar Plunge on February 7th (more on that in
another newsletter article). Richard was joined by his daughter,
Kelly, who has also jumped to show support for Richard. In case
you have not witnessed this, Richard's dive, while spectacular, is
no match for Kelly's. Kelly was a diver at UGA and executes the
most beautiful dive at The Polar Plunge! Mark your calendar for
Saturday, February 7th at 10 am at Wills Park Pool!

We were also visited by PDG Bob Hagan. When he learned that
our very own James Marosek was going to be sharing about his
recent trip to Vietnam with his wife Van, Bob didn't want to miss
it. Bob was District Governor when James was our Club President
and the bond and admiration is strong! 

HAPPY DOLLARS

Richard led us in Happy Dollars and a few of note are that
Suzanne Swain shared that she will become a grandparent this
summer. Even better, her daughter and son-in-law are moving
back to the ATL area! Cliff shared that his travel plans over the
holiday included heading north to Montreal and Quebec City.
PDG Bob Hagan, who serves on the board of Wellstar North
Fulton Hospital, shared that the new CEO highlighted our club's
success with CPR and AED training at a recent board meeting.
And Brad shared that he appreciated the support and friendship
of our club members after his father died. Brad also shared that
his retirement is imminent! 

MEETINGS
January is Vocational Service
Month

1/27 Milton Fire Chief Gabe Benmoussa
and Chief Medical Officer Mark
Haskins

2/10 Jay Litton, The Litton Group

2/24 Mt. Pisgah Football Coach Brad
Watkins and Joseph Powell

3/10 Ira Gleser, Author of "Stewardship
for Business"

3/24 GA Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger

4/14 Spencer Maxwell: Heart for Africa

4/28 Dr. Greg Coffman with Rick Clark

5/12 Speaker: TBD

EVENTS
1/21 Board Meeting

2/3 Engaging with our Community
Seniors

2/3 First Tuesday Social at Voodoo
Brewing

2/7 Polar Bear Plunge

2/18 Board Meeting

2/19 Companion Club Meeting

3/7 Peace Pole Installation: Alpha
Loop

3/18 Board Meeting

LEADERSHIP
President Erik Bykat

Vice President Dan Jenkins

Treasurer Mike Mudd

Secretary Steve Siders

Public Image Lisa Gelber

BIRTHDAYS
1/20 Stacy Georges



CLUB UPDATES

Foundation Chair Doug Higgins announced the final amount of
our Score for Polio Plus fundraiser: $7347. Wow! Thank you,
Doug, for leading this effort! In addition, Doug presented some
Paul Harris Fellow recognitions:

William Bennett, Paul Harris plus one
Lisa Gelber, Paul Harris plus three
Rick Clark, Paul Harris plus six
Brad Serff, Paul Harris plus eight

Please reach out to Doug if you want to know more about Paul
Harris Fellow.

YEARS OF SERVICE
1/22 Lisa Gelber (7)

1/22 Michael Freeman, Sr. (7)

1/26 Tom Georges (1)

2/4 Rick Clark (6)

2/9 Stacy Georges (2)

2/9 Joseph Powell (2)

2/9 Diana Barkley (2)

2/9 Jordan Barkley (2)
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SOCIAL MEDIA



PRAYER BREAKFAST

Jonathan Stelling will lead our Prayer Breakfast Committee this
year. Please mark your calendars for Thursday, May 7th for this
always-popular event and reach out to Jonathan if you'd like to
serve on the committee. It's a big undertaking and as they
saying goes, "many hands makes light work". 

GUEST SPEAKERS

Past President James Marosek and his wife, Van, joined us on
January 13th to share reflections from their meaningful trip to
Vietnam. Van, who was born in Vietnam, left the country in 1975
on the second-to-last C-130 plane before the fall of Saigon.
James has been studying Vietnamese for the past three years
and eventually persuaded Van that it was time to return and visit
her homeland.

Despite initial apprehension (worried she might be viewed as a
traitor for having left Vietnam), Van agreed to the journey, and
they planned a three-week trip in October 2025. Their itinerary
included central Vietnam, Hanoi and Saigon; however, heavy
rains prevented travel in the central region. Even so, the trip was
rich with memorable experiences.

James and Van enjoyed exceptional Vietnamese cuisine,
including a meal at a Michelin-starred restaurant, and visited
numerous cultural and historical sites. Van selected beautiful
fabrics and had traditional Vietnamese dresses custom made,
one of which she wore to our meeting. They found the



Vietnamese people to be warm and welcoming toward
Americans, and James was especially popular for his willingness
to practice his Vietnamese language skills wherever they went.
One particularly touching moment came when Van was
presented with a special dessert bearing the words "Welcome
Home" written in chocolate. She shared that she truly felt like a
sister returning home.

James and Van also noted some striking differences between
Vietnam and life here - particularly, traffic. In Vietnam, a green
light means go, a yellow light means go, and a red light....also
means go. Crossing the street can be intimidating, but the key,
they learned, was to keep moving forward steadily. Another
notable difference: there are no lines, even at the airport.
Somehow, though, everything still works.

They described the Vietnamese people as forward-thinking and
future-focused, with little emphasis on past conflicts. Nationality
and religious differences do not seem to create friction.

James and Van hope to return to Vietnam someday and who
knows? Perhaps some fellow Rotarians might like to join them, as
long as they bring a flexible attitude and a sense of adventure! 



Engaging with Seniors, Part 2!
Volunteers Needed for a Fun Day with Local Seniors!

Where: Alpharetta/Crabapple Senior Center, 12624
Broadwell Rd, Alpharetta (new location for us!) 

When: Tuesday, February 3rd, 10:15 am to 12:45 pm

Join us for another session of crafts (Valentine-themed), bingo
and lunch! 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa: (770) 856-9509.

Sign up here: Engaging with Seniors!



MLK Day of Service at the CDA
On January 19, MLK Day of Service, members of Rotary Club of
North Fulton cleaned and sanitized classrooms at Children’s
Development Academy. During this severe flu season, it is more
important than ever to do what we can to keep children safe and
healthy. When children become ill, their parents often must miss
work, placing additional strain on already tight household
budgets. We are grateful for the opportunity to make a small but
meaningful impact in our community! 




